
Concord Presbyterian Church
S H O W I N G  U P ,  W I T H  G O D ’ S  L O V E

D E C E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4

T H E  J O Y  O F
T R U T H

the Joy of bethlehem
Advent/Christmas Worship



S O M E  N O T E S  T O  H E L P  Y O U  P A R T I C I P A T E  F U L L Y  I N
W O R S H I P :

T h e  *  s y m b o l  i n d i c a t e s  t o  R i s e  i n  B o d y  o r  S p i r i t .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  a l l  a g e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  T h e r e  a r e  q u i e t  t o y s  a n d
s u p p l e m e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  o u r
b a l c o n y ,  a n d  a  n u r s e r y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h o s e  a g e s  3  o r
y o u n g e r .  

H e a r i n g  a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  b i n  t o
t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  m a i n  s a n c t u a r y  d o o r s .  

N o t e s  a b o u t  t h e  W o r s h i p  S e r i e s :  T h e  p e o p l e  o f
B e t h l e h e m  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  w o r l d
a t  c h a o s .  Y e t ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  G o s p e l  s t o r i e s ,  w e
f i n d  m o m e n t s  o f  J o y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  d a r k n e s s .
H o w  c a n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B e t h l e h e m  t e a c h  u s  t o  f i n d
G o d ’ s  h o p e  i n  a  w e a r y  w o r l d ?

D E C E M B E R  1 5  L I T U R G I S T

D E C E M B E R  1 5  F E L L O W S H P

P a u l  W o o d a r d

C o v e r e d  D i s h

Upcoming Volunteers

D E C E M B E R

 E L D E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H

T h o m a s  S e t s e r

D E C E M B E R  2 2  L I T U R G I S T

D E C E M B E R  2 2  F E L L O W S H P

J o e  B o t t o m s

L i z  a n d  T h o m a s  S e t s e r



W E L C O M E

 H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  t h e  g o o d  n e w s ?  A  b a b y  i s  t o
b e  b o r n  i n  B e t h l e h e m ,  a n d  h i s  b i r t h  w i l l  b r i n g
j o y  t o  t h e  w o r l d !

O n e :

A l l : J e s u s  w i l l  b e  b o r n  t o  m a k e  a l l  t h i n g s  n e w !

 H a v e  y o u  h e a r d  t h e  g o o d  n e w s ?  G o d  a n o i n t e d
J e s u s  t o  p r o c l a i m  g o o d  n e w s  t o  t h e  p o o r .

O n e :

A l l : J e s u s  w i l l  p r o c l a i m  f r e e d o m  f o r  t h e
p r i s o n e r s  a n d  r e c o v e r y  o f  s i g h t  f o r  t h e
b l i n d .

J e s u s  w i l l  s e t  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  f r e e ,  a n d
p r o c l a i m  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  L o r d ’ s  f a v o r .

O n e :

A l l : L e t  u s  w o r s h i p  w i t h  g l a d  a n d  j o y f u l  h e a r t s —
J e s u s  w i l l  b e  b o r n  s o o n !

J o i n  m e  i n  p r a y e r . . .  A m e n .  O n e :

* H Y M N Angels from the Realms of Glory
#143, 

vs.1,2 &4

T I M E  W I T H  C H I L D R E N

A D V E N T  W R E A T H



*HYMN



T I M E  F O R  S I L E N T  R E F L E C T I O N

Preparing our Hearts to Listen

O n e : L e t  u s  c o n f e s s  t h e  w a y s  w e  h a v e  o p p o s e d  p e a c e
i n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h
t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  d o n e  o r  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  l e f t  u n d o n e .



G o d  o f  a b u n d a n t  g r a c e ,  i n  t h i s  s e a s o n  o f  A d v e n t ,
w e  c o n f e s s  t h e  t i m e s  w e ’ v e  s o u g h t  o u r  o w n
h a p p i n e s s  o r  c o m f o r t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r s .  W e
h a v e  i g n o r e d  o t h e r s ’  n e e d s  a n d  j o y s ,  o v e r l o o k e d
t h e  h u n g r y ,  a n d  f o r g o t t e n  t r u e  j o y  c o m e s  f r o m
s h a r i n g  o u r  a b u n d a n c e .  W e  h a v e  f o r s a k e n  t h e  j o y
f o u n d  i n  u p l i f t i n g  o t h e r s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h e i r  n e e d s
a r e  m e t .

H e l p  u s  t u r n  a w a y  f r o m  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s  a n d
t o w a r d  a  l i f e  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y .

L i k e w i s e ,  w e  c o n f e s s  t h e  t i m e s  w e  h a v e  n e g l e c t e d
o u r  o w n  j o y ,  t r e a t e d  o u r s e l v e s  u n k i n d l y ,  w o r k e d
w h e n  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  r e s t e d ,  a b a n d o n e d  t h e
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  h o b b i e s  w e  c h e r i s h ,  a n d  s e r v e d
p u r p o s e s  t h a t  d r a g  u s  d o w n .  L e t  t h e  e x p e c t a n t  j o y
o f  A d v e n t  i n s p i r e  u s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  w a y s  t h a t  b r i n g  u s
j o y .  M a y  t h e  w o r l d  b e  f e d  w i t h  j o y .  A m e n

S I L E N T  R E F L E C T I V E  P R A Y E R

A S S U R A N C E  O F  G O D ’ S  G R A C E

* G L O R I A
On Christmas Night All Christians

Sing 

#112, 

vs. 2 and 4



I S A I A H  9 : 2 - 7

P R A Y E R  O F  I L L U M I N A T I O N

The Word of God

H Y M N Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming #129

I S A I A H  1 1 : 1 - 9

S O N G O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. Larson

J e r e m y  T r o y e r  a n d  M e l i s s a  D o n n e l l y

M I C A H  5 : 2 - 4

S O N G What Sweeter Music Can We Bring? arr. Lightfoot

C o n c o r d  C h o i r

L U K E  1 : 2 6 - 2 8

H Y M N Hark the Herald #119

L U K E  2 : 1 - 7



Z E C H A R I A H  9 : 9 - 1 2 ;  1 6 - 1 7 A

H Y M N It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
#123, 

vs. 1, 4-5

I S A I A H  3 5 : 1 - 6

S O N G Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Larkin

L i z  S e t s e r  a n d  M e l i s s a  D o n n e l l y

L U K E  2 : 8 - 1 6

C o n c o r d  C h o r
N i c o l e  W i n t e r h a l t e r ,  f l u t e

S O N G Where Shepherds, Lately Knelt arr. Courtney

S O N G Away in a Manger arr. Lantz

Prayer of the People

* H Y M N While We are Waiting, Come #92, vs. 1

T H E  P E O P L E ’ S  P R A Y E R

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R

* H Y M N While We are Waiting, Come #92, vs. 3



M A K E  A  F I N A N C I A L  G I F T :

i n  t h e  o f f e r i n g  p l a t e s  i n  t h e  b a c k

O n l i n e  a t  c o n c o r d p r e s c h u r c h . c o m
o r  t h e  Q R  c o d e  t o  t h e  l e f t

O F F E R I N G  O U R  T I M E ,  T A L E N T ,
A N D  T R E A S U R E  T O  G O D

Ways to Donate your Time and Talent are

found in the back of this bulletin

T W O  C E N T S  A  M E A L  O F F E R I N G

A F F I R M A T I O N  O F  F A I T H

L e t  u s  a f f i r m  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a n d  b e l i e f  i n
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  j o y .  W e  b e l i e v e  j o y
b r e a k s  o u t  w h e n  e v e r y o n e  i s  f r e e  a n d  f e d .

O n e :

A l l : W e  b e l i e v e  j o y  h a p p e n s  w h e n  w e  f e e l  s o
t h a n k f u l  w e  c o u l d  b u r s t  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d
g r a t i t u d e .

W e  b e l i e v e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  m a d e  f o r  j o y ,  b u t  l i f e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m a k e  j o y  m o r e  e l u s i v e  f o r
s o m e .

O n e :

A l l : I n  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e  L o r d
w h i l e  n e v e r  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  o f  o t h e r s .



W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  j o y  o f  t h e  L o r d  m a y  b e  f o u n d
b o t h  o n  m o u n t a i n t o p s  a n d  i n  v a l l e y s ,  i n
s e a s o n s  o f  p l e n t y  a n d  s e a s o n s  o f  w a n t .

O n e :

A l l : B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  m i r a c l e  o f  j o y ,  w e  d o  n o t
d e s p a i r ,  n o r  d o  w e  l e a v e  p e o p l e  t o  l a n g u i s h .

L e t  t h e  p e o p l e  b e  j o y f u l ,  n o t  i n  s p i t e  o f  o u r
h u n g e r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  f e d  o n e  a n o t h e r
w i t h  g e n e r o s i t y .

O n e :

A l l : L e t  t h e  p e o p l e  b e  j o y f u l  w h e n  o u r  t a b l e s  a r e
c o v e r e d  i n  l o v e  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n ,  w h e n
e v e r y o n e  h a s  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d .  A m e n .

P R A Y E R  O F  T H A N K S G I V I N G

* H Y M N Once in Royal David’s City #140

C H A R G E  A N D  B E N E D I C T I O N

P O S T L U D E

CHRISTMAS EVE

7PM;
DECEMBER 24



W e e k  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 5  2 0 2 4

T H E  G R A P E V I N E

D E C E M B E R  1 6 9 : 0 0 A M S H U T - I N  B A G
P A C K I N G

D E C E M B E R  1 5 1 0 : 0 0  A M W O R S H I P
F O O D  P A N T R Y

D E C E M B E R  2 0 & 2 1 5 : 3 0  P M  P R O J E C T  C H R I S T M A S

Project
Christmas

DECEMBER 20-21
7PM - 8:30PM

4 : 3 0  P M Y O U T H  G R O U P

1 1 : 0 0  A M C O V E R E D  D I S H
L U N C H

D E C E M B E R  1 9 6 : 0 0 P M P R O J E C T  C H R I S T M A S
R U N - T H R O U G H



K L E E N E X

T O I L E T  P A P E R

C L E A N I N G  S U P P L I E S

P E A N U T  B U T T E R

J E L L Y

C R A C K E R S S M A L L  B O T T L E S  O F  O I L

M A Y O N N A I S E

S M A L L  B A G S  O F  S U G A R  O R  F L O U R

S N A C K  I T E M SC A N N E D  F R U I T

P O P T A R T S

C A K E  M I X  A N D  I C I N G

K N O R R  S I D E S

B E E F  S T E W

I t ’ s  t h a t  t i m e  o f  y e a r !    W e  n e e d  h e l p  f i l l i n g  C h r i s t m a s  b a g s
f o r  o u r  h o m e b o u n d  C h u r c h  F a m i l y  w i t h  h o l i d a y  b r e a d s
( p u m p k i n ,  b a n a n a ,  z u c c h i n i ,  e t c )  a n d  t r e a t s .

P l e a s e  b r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  b r e a d s  a n d  t r e a t s  t o  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p
h a l l  b y  D e c e m b e r  1 5 t h .    I f  y o u  g e t  y o u r  b a k i n g  d o n e  e a r l y ,  y o u
c a n  p u t  t h e  b a k e d  g o o d s  i n  t h e  f r e e z e r .

A l s o ,  i f  y o u  b r i n g  y o u r  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  f o r  o u r   h o m e b o u n d
a n d  f a c i l i t y  r e s i d e n t s  b y   D e c e m b e r  1 5 t h ,    w e  w i l l  d e l i v e r  t h e
c a r d s  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  b a g s .

W e  p l a n  t o  b e g i n  d e l i v e r i e s  o n  M o n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1 5 t h .    I f  y o u
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  d e l i v e r i e s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J o y c e
E r v i n .



S u n d a y  F e l l o w s h i p  i s  o p e n  t o
a n y o n e  K i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h

S e n i o r  i n  H i g h  S c h o o l .

Youth and Children Ministry Updates!

Subscribe to the
Youth Calendar 
and Messaging:

or stay up-to-date
at

cpcstatesville.org/
youth

We need help with dinner next semester.
Please look at your calendar and see when

you might be able to help!
Go to: cpcstatesville.org/youth to sign-up

D E C E M B E R  2 1   -  C H R I S T M A S  L O C K - I N

D E C E M B E R  1 5  -    T H E  G I F T  T H A T  K E E P S  O N  G I V I N G



Read: Luke 2:10 | Matthew 2:10 | Isaiah 9:2-3

As refreshing and unexpected as snowflakes caught on our tongues,
laughter doesn't just lighten our spirits; it invites us to see the world
through a lens of divine playfulness. Happiness is fleeting, but joy is a
deep-seated feeling that comes from something bigger than ourselves.
Joy remains even in the face of adversity, reminding us of the hope and
love that surrounds us at all times and in all circumstances. Joy is a
sacred invitation to lessen our self-seriousness and remember that the
God of all things often subverts our notions of what is holy.

In our cold world, joy is a sweater we can wrap ourselves in, offering
comfort and protection against the elements. If we refuse to wear the
joy that Christ extends us, what does that say about who we find most
important in our lives? It centers ourselves, not Christ. The One who is
compassionate and knows every sorrow also knows we are not meant to
absorb every ache of the world. A posture of joy releases control and
allows God to be God. Yes, we must be present to the pain, but we are
also invited to an invincible joy that is freely given. 

When we let go of our self-importance and allow joy to cover our hearts
with gladness and gratitude, we bring Christ back into the center of our
lives. In scripture, joy and laughter are presented as responses to God’s
action and imperatives that invite us to celebrate the divine playfulness
in creation. Consider the shepherds in Luke 2:10 and the Magi in
Matthew 2:10. Profound joy punctuates their encounters with God. Their
reactions to the news of Jesus’ birth are more than moments of
happiness. Their reactions are transformative experiences, theological
revelations that invite them—and us—to view the world and our place in it
through a lens of wonder and delight.

Midweek Devotion

W R I T T E N  B Y  K A Y L A  C R A I G



Glimpses
Glimpses
Glimpses

of Joyof Joyof Joy

this w
eekthis w
eekthis w
eek







I am Offering a Poinsetta:

My Name:

(circle one)

In Honor/ In Memory of:

In Honor/ In Memory of:

In Honor/ In Memory of:

In Honor/ In Memory of:



O U R  L E A D E R S H I P

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 6

C H R I S  H A R R I S
P A U L  W O O D A R D

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4

J O H N  E R V I N
E R I C  M I L L S A P S

S A L L Y  W A R R E N  

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5

T I M  D O N N E L L Y
J O Y C E  E R V I N

D E L L A  K I N N E Y
T H O M A S  S E T S E R

R e v .  E l i z a b e t h  T r o y e r  |  P a s t o r
     p a s t o r l i z @ c o n c o r d p r e s c h u r c h . c o m

C y n d y  S o w d e r  |  b o o k k e e p e r
i n f o @ c o n c o r d p r e s c h u r c h . c o m

E l i z a b e t h  D o b s o n  |  M u s i c  D i r e c t o r

M e l i s s a  D o n n e l l y  |  P i a n i s t

S a m a n t h a  D u d l e y  |  C a r e t a k e r

O U R  T E A M

C o n c o r d  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
3 8 6 7  T a y l o r s v i l l e  H w y  S t a t e s v i l l e ,  N C  2 8 6 2 5

7 0 4 . 8 7 2 . 7 3 4 4
c p c s t a t e s v i l l e . o r g

H A R V E S T  S E A S O N  T E A M

J O H N  &  J O Y C E
E R V I N

T I M  D O N N E L L Y D E L L A  K I N N E Y

O U R  V A L U E S

W e l c o m e  a n d  i n c l u d e
a l l  p e o p l e ,  n o  m a t t e r
t h e i r  l i f e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
E m p o w e r  a l l  p e o p l e
t o  f i n d  a n d  u s e  t h e i r
G o d - g i v e n  g i f t s .
L i v e  l i v e s  o f  s e r v i c e
t o  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  o u r
w a l l s .


